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Satellite TV Channels coverage Of Events

The coverage of Al Jazeera & Al Arabiya TV News channels for the events in Egypt &
Libya “A Comparative study”

Preparation of Mohammad Mahmoud Hamdan

Supervision by Prof. Dr. Hameeda Smeisems

This study aimed to find out how Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya Satellite TV
News channels covered the events of January 25" in Egypt and February 17" in
Libya. The study accompanied this coverage before, during, and after these
events, and investigated the objectivity, balance and neutrality that both Satellite
TV Channels committed to during their coverage.
The population of the study consisted of the news and some other programs
broadcasted on Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya Satellite TV News channels,
particularly “Hasad Al Yawam”, which is a news show displayed on Al Jazeera
channel and “Akher Sa’ah”, which is an another news show displayed on Al
Arabiya channel. A Comparative study had been established to probe the
coverage of the events that took place in Egypt and Libya by both channels.

The researcher  used the descriptive approach using
“content analysis” to analyze the study sample, which is composed of 48 items as
following: 24 episodes of “Hasad Al Yawam” news program displayed on Al
Jazeera and 24 episodes of ““Akher Sa’ah™” news program displayed on Al

Arabiya. All episodes were chosen deliberately, representing the time interval



between 18/01/2011 and 19/11/2011. This period began prior to the events of
January 25™ in Egypt and February 17" in Libya and extended to the end of these

events.

The study results were as follows:

— The commitment of Al Jazeera to a clear, unified and reliable editing
policy regardless of time, setting and event in question. It simply was

biased towards events and demonstrators.

— The lack of commitment of Al Arabyia to a unified editing and reliable

policy, regardless of the event, setting, and timing.

— The lack of commitment of Al Arabyia to a unified editing policy,

regardless of the event, setting, and timing.

— The surpassing interest of Al Jazeera than Al Arabyia with covering
events in both countries pre-post events, with regard to event indicator
and pre-initiation coverage, coverage time duration, number of online
event coverage, number of working reporters, host shows, and host
show duration both from within and outside the two countries pre-post

event eruption.

— The striking differences between the two satellite broadcasts of the 25
January events in terms of differences. That is, whereas Al Jazeera was
biased towards the demonstrators and events, Al Arabyia

biased against the demonstrators and events. Thus, the both stations'



coverage to the January 25 events was imbalanced and lacked

objectivity.

— The similarities between Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya in terms of their
coverage to the February 17" events in Lybia, where both stations'

coverage was biased towards the events and demonstrators.

— The lack of commitment of Al Jazeera to its own working slogan " the

"pro and con viewpoints."

— The lack of commitment of Al Arabyia to its own working slogan " the

"Al Arabyia, to know better."

— The ambiguity of the news sources in both channels coverage.

According to these results and findings the researcher recommends the

following:

— Both channels should commit to balance, impartiality and objectivity
during covering events, and granting disparate parties equal

opportunities to express their opinions.

— Al Arabiya should commit to same editing policy regardless place

and events.

— Both channels should separate between opinions and news during the

presentation of news.



Both channels should separate opinions from news during the

presentation of News.
Both channels should clarify news sources as much as possible.

Both channels should commit to their approved slogans, which

reflects their vision.

The researcher recommends that a study should be conducted on the
commitments of the news channels to their slogans and applied

codes of conduct.

The researcher recommends that a study should be conducted on the
reasons of behind Al Jazeera’s bias in favor of the protesters and

events that took place in both Egypt and Libya.

The researcher recommends that a study should be conducted on the
reasons behind the diversity of Al Arabia’s coverage of the events
that took place in both Egypt and Libya, and the reasons behind its

bias against Egypt’s events.
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